WINERY
Cantine Giacomo

For wine lovers so obsessed with wine that
they wish they could sleep in a cellar, the
enterprising Matteo Ascheri has, to my mind,
provided the next best thing: a hotel (5$$)
that sits on top of his winery, with a glass
floor in the lobby through which you can see
the vats below. Bra, in the Langhe and Roero,
is the nerve centre of Italy's Slow Food
movement and Ascheri embraces its tenets
of artisanal food production and tradition in

Dining at Osteria Murivecchi, Ascheri: outside and in.

the vineyard and cellar. The movement is not
averse to modernity in all its forms, however,
and the hotel and winery are a very funky
marriage of wood and chrome, brick and
marble. The hotel makes a great base for
visiting the surrounding area but whether
or not you stay here, be sure to eat at the
Osteria Murivecchi at No 19 ($$-5%$), which
offers a menu of purely Piedmontese fare,
along with suggested wines, that changes
every week.



